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on our Cover:
D-Day Landings, by artist Tony Falcone. This mural is part of the U.S. Coast Guard Academy’s
Class of 1962 Historical Murals Project. The mural depicts LCIs of Flotilla 10 landing at
Omaha Beach, Normandy. In the background two LCIs can be seen burning on the beach.
Additionally, there are two LCVPs (known as “Higgins boats”), one close aboard the LCI in the
foreground and one attempting rescue of survivors from the burning LCIs. For more
information, please visit www.uscga1962.org/mural.

Greetings again, shipmates and Friends!
We’re pleased to again bring you another issue of your newsletter. It’s been 21 years now since Issue #1—a one
page, Xeroxed great beginning of this publication dedicated to strengthening the bonds between shipmates
forged so many years ago. Our objective has been to provide a forum for you to tell of your wartime adventures,
learn more about the experiences of others and, perhaps, even to learn something about LCIs that you didn’t know
before. In recent years it’s been a pleasure to welcome aboard a growing number of sons, daughters, other
relatives and friends. As of now what we used to call “Associate” members makes up almost half of our
membership. They are now full-fledged members and we are fortunate to have them as the future of our
association depends upon them. As we old codgers put on even more years, we really do need every one of you!

your 2012 dues are due!
And we need ‘em! If we want to continue as a viable association, we’ll need you to be prompt and regular in paying your
$25 annual dues. Before you forget it—why not sit right down and write out a check. Make it payable to USS LCI National
Association and mail it to
NEHEMIAH COMMUNICATIONS, INC
101 Rice Bent Way, # 6
Columbia, SC 29229
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a Word from the
President/editor

I’d like to take this space in this issue to share some thoughts about our present status and the outlook for the future. How are we
doing? What’s ahead? How can we all contribute to our future, however long it may be.
First. to share the obvious, our future as an association is quite largely in the hands of our members who are not LCI Veterans –
what we used to call “Associates.” They now have full membership status and are well represented on our Board of Directors.
That’s a great plus for us, for we have already seen how significant their contributions have been. It is our hope that, beginning
with our next election, to be held at our Charleston reunion, we will see most, if not all, of our offices filled with non-LCI Vet
members. Perhaps there’s even someone out there who would like to take a shot at editing this newsletter!
Especially do we hope to see some of you who will be willing to serve as President, Treasurer, or Board member. (We already have
non-LCI Vets serving as Vice President – John France –and as Secretary –Steve Dudrow). Our by-laws require that nominations for
elected offices must be made before elections at the reunion, so we need your responses as soon as possible. Just drop me a note
telling me who you want to nominate (be sure to get his/her permission first!) or to volunteer yourself. All of our present officeholders and board members will be glad to provide you with all the help needed in making transitions. In this email age, location is
of secondary importance. Nehemiah Communications will continue to supply the fine support they are now giving. Please give this
your most important consideration!
So, what about our present status? I’d like to share some numbers with you about our membership. We now have 818 LCI Veterans
and 166 non-LCI Vets. That’s a total of 984 members. Additionally, we have 46 widows who have requested to be kept on our mailing
list and we send 11 complimentary copies to others, so our mailing list totals 1,041. That’s a far cry from the numbers we had in past
years, but it is still a healthy count. How many organizations do you know that would like to have about a thousand members?
But there’s a wrinkle in those numbers that some of you could do a great deal to iron out! We’ve been careful in our stewardship of
finances, but decreasing membership means decreasing revenue. Of those LCI Vets and Non-LCI Vet members there are 484 who
have not paid their dues for 2012. If all of them sent in their dues that would be a whopping $12,100 in income which would put us in
excellent position for our younger generation members to use for continuing the Association. It’s for that reason that we are making
this special appeal to all of you who have not yet paid your current dues to do so. If you’re uncertain as to whether or not you’ve paid
for 2012 give me or Nehemiah Communications a call and we’ll be glad to check it for you. (Phone numbers are listed on page 27.)
And one more thing! Please make every possible effort to join us for our Charleston reunion, September 10-14! We want to see each
and every one of you at least one more time!
Best wishes to you all!

—John Cummer
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Charleston!
One of the most beautiful cities you will ever visit!
A very special place! A very special culture!
It’s no wonder that Charlestonians are so proud of their city and its
history. It truly is a special place, a special experience.
Do you remember those closing pages of Gone With the Wind when Rhett
Butler tells Scarlett that he’s going back home to Charleston, where he
can find “the calm dignity life can have when it’s lived by gentle people,
the genial grace of days that are gone.” Charlestonians will tell you that
in spite of all the changes and upheavals over the years, Rhett’s
endorsement of their city still holds true.
We want you to experience what Charleston is all about and that’s why
we’re making a special push in this issue to encourage you to make your
plans to come to this lovely city and experience it with your LCI
shipmates. While we don’t know for sure what the future holds, it could
well be one of the last opportunities you will have to meet with your
comrades and, as you share this beautiful city, also share the memories
of those days when we were privileged to serve our country in that
titanic struggle.
Charleston in September! See you there!
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JOINT REUNION
USS LC/ NATIONAL ASSOC/A TION

&

USS LSM LSMR ASSOC/A TION
SEPTEMBER 10 - 14, 2012
SHERA TON CHARLESTON AIRPORT

2:00pm 1 :00pm -

Monday, September 10
7:00pm Reunion Registration open
Hospitality Room opens for the duration of the reunion.

8:30am
9:30am
3:00pm
6:00pm

- 9:00am
- 2:00pm
- 5:00pm
- 10:30pm

8:30am
9:30am

-

9:00am
2:30pm

3:00pm

-

5:00pm

3:00pm

-

4:00pm

9:00am
9:00am
11:00am
1 :00pm
5:00pm
6:30pm

- 11 :00am
- 11 :00am
- 12:00pm
- 2:00pm
-

Tuesday, September 11
Reunion Registration open
CITY TOUR (description follows)
Reunion Registration open
DINNER CRUISE (description follows)
Wednesday, September 12
Reunion Registration open
PATRIOTS POINT/ CHARLESTON CRAB HOUSE
RESTAURANT (description follows)
Reunion Registration open. Additional hours will be
posted at the reunion if necessary.
LCI Meeting for All Members Who Did Not Serve on
LCls (formerly Affiliates)
Thursday. September 13
Business Meeting for the USS LCI National Assn.
Business Meeting for the USS LSM LSMR Association
USS LSM LSMR Association Memorial Service
USS LCI National Association Memorial Service
Cash Bar Reception
Banquet and entertainment
Friday. September 14
Farewells & Departures

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY FOR ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC.
For attendees canceling reunion activities prior to the cut-off date, Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. (AFR) shall
process a full refund less the non-refundable AFR registration fee ($7 per person). Attendees canceling reunion
activities after the cut-off date will be refunded to the fullest extent that AFR's vendor commitments and
guarantees will allow, less the non-refundable AFR registration fee. Cancellations will only be taken Monday
through Friday from 9:00am until 5:00pm Eastern Standard Time, excluding holidays. Please call (757)
625-6401 to cancel reunion activities and obtain a cancellation code. Refunds processed 4 -6 weeks after
reunion. Canceling your hotel reservation does not cancel your reunion activities.
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SHERATON CHARLESTON AIRPORT HOTEL - CHARLESTON, SC
(800) 325-3535
(843) 747-1900
The Sheraton Charleston Airport Hotel is conveniently located at 4770 Goer Drive, N. Charleston, SC 29406, strategically
located near the historic downtown district and the Charleston International Airport. The hotel is approximately 3 miles from
the Charleston International Airport. If you are driving, please call the hotel directly for accurate driving instructions. This
hotel offers 289 spacious rooms. Each room features a coffee/tea maker, iron/ironing board, hairdryer, and free wireless high
speed internet access. Recreation enthusiasts will enjoy an indoor/outdoor heated pool, fitness facility and golf courses
nearby. The Sheraton Charleston Airport is a non-smoking hotel. Handicapped rooms are subject to availability. Please
request these special accommodations when making your hotel reservations.
The hotel provides complimentary parking for its guests. Check-in time is 3:00pm; check-out time is 12:00pm. Monikers,
open 6:00am-2:00pm and 5:00pm-11 :00pm, features a hearty full breakfast everyday with a la carte dining available as well.
Monikers Bar, open 4:00pm-12:00am, offers American cuisine and local favorites. Enjoy your favorite libations in a fun and
inviting pub atmosphere.
The Sheraton Charleston Airport offers complimentary airport shuttle service to and from the Charleston International Airport.
The shuttle runs every 20 minutes on the hour to and from the airport. Please call (843) 747-1900 upon arrival then wait by
taxi/shuttle stands outside of baggage claim for the shuttle to arrive. Space is limited on complimentary services, so you may
want to make other arrangements. The hotel shuttle takes all guests to and from the Tanger Outlet area, if desired. The
hotel also provides a complimentary shuttle service to & from Downtown Charleston for SPG members. You may sign up
upon check in. The 11 passenger seat van runs 4 times a day.
The hotel offers complimentary RV parking for guests staying at the hotel. Should you need full hook-ups contact the
Charleston KOA Campground at (843) 797-1045 or (800) 562-5812. They are located at 9494 Highway 78, Ladson, SC
29456, which is approximately 11 miles from the hotel. Make your reservations as soon as possible due to limited space and
availability.
Should you need to rent a wheelchair for the reunion, ScootAround rents both manual and power wheelchairs by the day and
week. Please call their toll free number at (888) 441-7575 for details. All prices quoted include delivery fees.
Vendors, Schedules, and Prices are subject to change.
-

-CUT HEREANO MAIL TO THE HOTEL
---------

JOINT REUNION USS LCI NATIONAL ASSOCIATION & USS LSM LSMR ASSOCITION
HOTEL RESERVATION FORM
REUNION DATES: SEPTEMBER 10-14, 2012
SHARING ROOM W/_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_
NAME______________________
ADDRESS____________________________ ZIP_________
TEL. NUMBER(
-_
. - -

_
_______
_ STARWOOD PREFERRED GUEST#
_______

ARRIVAL DATE_ _ _ _ _ _ _
_
_ APPROX. TIME_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ DEP. DATE_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_

#OF ROOMS NEEDED _
#OF PEOPLE IN ROOM - _
_
- HANDICAP ACCESS
KING BED _
_
2 DOUBLE BEDS
_
_
In the event room type requested is not available, nearest room type will be assigned.

RATE: $109 + tax (currently 13.5%) Nightly rate includes breakfast buffet for up to 2 people in the hotel restaurant.
CUT OFF DATE: 08/09/12. Late reservations will be processed based on space availability at a higher rate.
CANCELLATION POLICY: Deposit is refundable if reservation is canceled 72 hours prior to arrival.

_

All reservations must be guaranteed by credit card or first night's deposit, enclosed.
_ VISA_ _
_ MASTER CARD_ _
_ AMEX_ _
_
_ DINERS_ _
_ DISCOVER

CREDIT CARD NUMBER
--------------------EXP. DATE
-------SIGNATURE(regardless of payment method)_______________________
_

MAIL TO:
SHERATON CHARLESTON AIRPORT HOTEL* 4770 GOER DRIVE* N. CHARLESTON, SC 29406
FAX TO: (843) 744-2826 * ATTN: RESERVATIONS
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TOUR DESCRIPTIONS

CITY TOUR
Tuesday, September 1 1
Begin the day with a two-hour guided tour of the Holy City, named for its many picturesque
churches. Favorite sites include the Battery overlooking Charleston's harbor and Fort Sumter,
colorful Rainbow Row, the Citadel, and White Point Gardens. Arrive for lunch and shopping on
your own in the Market Area, Charleston's historic marketplace surrounded by restaurants and
eateries of all types. Buses will shuttle back to hotel at 1 2:45pm and 1:30pm.
9:30am board bus, 2:00pm back at hotel
$33/Person includes bus, guide, and admission. Lunch on your own.

DINNER CRUISE
Tuesday, September 1 1
Come discover the history, beauty and fun of cruising Charleston Harbor while having dinner
aboard the Spirit of Carolina. The evening will consist of great food, entertainment, and fun
under the stars as you cruise Charleston's historic harbor. Enjoy a classic four-course dinner
starting with the Traditional Charleston She-Crab Soup, Spirit Line Salad, and a choice of
multiple entrees (seafood, chicken, and beef), all served with chef's choice of
accompaniments, beverage, and house dessert. (Vegetarian, Vegan, and diabetic selections
are available.) Note: Maximum capacity is 245 people, reservations accepted on a first-come; first-serve basis.
6:00pm board bus, 10:30 back at hotel
$82/Person includes bus, escort, and dinner cruise.

PATRIOTS POINT/ CHARLESTON CRAB HOUSE RESTAURANT
Wednesday, September 12
Start the morning touring Patriots Point, home of the largest naval and maritime museum in the
world. Visit the carrier USS Yorktown, the submarine Clamagore, and a replica of a Vietnam
Support base. Priceless war planes used during wars and conflicts spanning from WWII to
Desert Storm are featured aboard the Yorktown's 40,000 square foot hangar bay and atop the
888 foot flight deck. Patriots Point is also the home of the Congressional Medal of Honor
Society and their official Medal of Honor Museum with tons of interactive exhibits. Reboard bus
for lunch at the Charleston Crab House. You'll be given a lunch voucher to exchange for
grilled mahi salad, grilled chicken sandwich, hamburger, or fried shrimp and flounder platter
with chef's choice of accompaniments and beverage.
9:00am board bus, 2:00pm back at hotel
$60/Person includes bus, escort, admission, and lunch.

Driver and Guide gratuities are not included in the tour prices.
Please plan to be at the bus boarding area at least five minutes prior to the scheduled time.
All trips require a minimum of thirty people, unless otherwise stated.

June 2012 | ELSIE ITEM | 7

USS LCI NATIONAL ASSN. AND USS LSM LSMR ASSN. ACTIVITY REGISTRATION FORM

Listed below are all registration, tour, and meal costs for the reunion. Please enter how many people will be participating in each
event and total the amount. Send that amount payable to ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. in the form of check or money
order. Your cancelled check will serve as your confirmation. Returned checks will be charged a $20 fee. You may also register
online and pay by credit card at www.afr-reg.com/lcilsm2012. All registration forms and payments must be received by mail on
or before August 9, 2012. After that date, reservations will be accepted on a space available basis. We suggest you make a copy
of this form before mailing. Please do not staple or tape your payment to this form.

Armed Forces Reunions, Inc.
322 Madison Mews
Norfolk, VA 23510
ATTN: LCI / LSM

OFFICE USE ONLY
Check #- - - - Date Received- - - 1 nputted
Nametag Completed __
Price
Per

CUT-OFF DA TE IS 8/9/12
TOURS

TUESDAY: CITY TOUR
TUESDAY: DINNER CRUISE
WEDNESDAY: PATRIOTS POINT / LUNCH (please select your entree choice)
Grilled Mahi Salad
Grilled Chicken Sandwich
Fried Shrimp/Flounder
Old Fashion Buraer
BANQUET
THURSDAY: BANQUET (Please select vour entree)
NY Strip Loin
Chicken Marsala
Salmon
MANDATORY PER PERSON REGISTRATION FEE
Includes Hospitality Room and administrative expenses.

$
$

$60
$60
$60
$60

$
$
$
$

$40
$37
$37

$
$
$
$

$25

$
$

AS YOU WANT YOUR NAMETAG TO READ

LAST_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
FIRST_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_

Total

$33
$82

Total Amount Payable to Armed Forces Reunions. Inc.

PLEASE PRINT NAME

# of
People

(CIRCLE GROUP AFF/LIATION)

LSM LSMR ASSN. *or* LCI ASSN.

(CIRCLE TYPE OF SHIP)

LSM LSMR LCI

LCl(FF)

LCl(G)

LCl(L)

LCl(M)

LCl(R) SHIP NUMBER_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_

IF YOU HAVE A SEATING PREFERENCE, OTHER THAN W/ YOUR SHIP, PLEASE SPECIFY_ _ _ _ _ _ _
_
SPOUSENAME
_________
_

GUESTNAMES
_________________
_

_________________ _
STREET ADDRESS
__________ CITY, ST, ZIP
______
_
EMAIL ADDRESS_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _@
PH. NUMBER(� �
- - __ _ _
DISABILITY/DIETARY RESTRICTIONS
_______________________
_

(Sleeping room requirements must be conveyed by attendee directly to hotel)

MUST YOU BE LIFTED HYDRAULICALLY ONTO THE BUS WHILE SEATED IN YOUR WHEELCHAIR IN ORDER TO
PARTICIPATE IN BUS TRIPS? 0 YES O NO (PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CANNOT GUARANTEE AVAILABILITY).

EMERGENCY CONTACT_

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
_ PH. NUMBER(__)__-_

_
_

For refunds and cancellations please refer to our policies outlined at the bottom of the reunion program. CANCELLATIONS WILL
ONLY BE TAKEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00am-5:00pm EASTERN TIME (excluding holidays). Call (757) 625-6401 to cancel
reunion activities and obtain a cancellation code. Refunds processed 4-6 weeks after reunion.

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.AFR-REG. COM/LCILSM2012

8 | ELSIE ITEM | June 2012

machinist
mates to the
rescue!
The Remarkable
Atlantic Cruise of
HM LCI 175
By

Basil Wolf,
Petty Officer, Royal Navy
It’s a pleasure to bring you this story from our old friend
and shipmate Basil Wolf, who served in the Royal Navy
and who emigrated to the United States after the war and
has made his home in Dunedin, Florida. When asked for a
photo to accompany his article, Basil wrote,
“Hi John, once again, this is about all I have, other than the
Walcheren pictures. By the way, the stripe under the anchors is
a three year good conduct badge—the real truth was not yet
known!”
In late November, 1941, I was serving as a Motor Mechanic in
the Royal Navy. I was seventeen, and had volunteered for service
in the Navy, having joined in April that year. A small group of
sailors, including myself, were drafted for overseas duty. We
were ordered to wear our tropicals and we finished up on the
Queen Elizabeth, heading east, to eventually arrive in Halifax,
Nova Scotia in December, where we huddled together on the
station to keep warm. Why the tropicals? To fool any spies!
We finally arrived in Norfolk, Virginia, via Asbury Park, New
Jersey, where we were to commission our ships, or rather our
landing craft Infantry (LCI). We received a short lecture from
General Motors technicians, one of which was horrified when he
discovered we were to take these small craft across the
Atlantic, to which he muttered, “I wouldn’t take these up a
river.” That did not impress us one bit! We were to be part of a
twelve ship convoy.

Our skipper met with the other eleven Captains, and then
discussed with all engine room personnel the results of their
meeting. We were to appropriate two telephone poles for each
craft (there was a pile of them on the dockside), cut them in
half, mount two pieces in the rear winch, facing aft at a slight
angle, cover the center with a tarpaulin. Two other pieces were
to be mounted amidships. He explained the reason: If a
German U-boat, seeing only our 20mm armament, could
surface and destroy us, but seeing what appeared to be 25
pound guns fore and aft, would stay submerged and attempt to
use torpedoes! He was a real smart guy!
After refueling, we took on a passenger (an army officer) and
left heading for Bermuda. Twelve landing craft with no
protection, no doctor, and an inexperienced crew and officers
and headed out for the long journey, we thought, back to
England.
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The seas were quite heavy. At times it was difficult to keep our
position in the convoy. Slow ahead found us dropping behind
and half ahead was too fast. At times we could only see the
top of the bridge of the other craft.
I set up a buzzer on the bridge, hooked up to a red light bulb and
buzzer mounted on the table between the pitch controls in the
engine room, and set up a code for the bridge. One dash for an
increase of twenty five revolutions and two dashes a for decrease
of twenty five revolutions. With this he bridge could maintain
correct distance between us and the craft directly ahead.
Our passenger was becoming very seasick. Confined to his
bunk, he threw up constantly, would not eat, drank only a little
water and finally started to bring up traces of blood. We had
no way of treating him, so we radioed a merchant ship, and
they picked him up with a whaler and a crew of oarsmen. He
was very lucky as this was the only ship we saw on our journey
across the Atlantic
We were several days out of Bermuda, heading southwest in
heavy seas in a direction to pass south of the Azores. We
started to take in water through the towing pennant on the
bows to the extent that we had to stop our forward motion,
remove the plate, take it down to the engine room to make a
gasket and reinstall it. The rest of the convoy could not wait for
us, as we all would be sitting targets for the U-Boats. After
about thirty minutes we had the plate installed and set off
trying to catch up with the convoy.
Our next problem was in the area in the bos’ns locker in the
bows directly under the 20mm gun. This was flooded, making
the craft heavy in the bows. Chubby, one of the other mechanics,
took the pacific pump up to the bows to pump out the area. We
all concentrated on catching up with the convoy. A seaman
reported to the bridge that the man pumping the hold out was
not responding to anyone. I came up from the engine room and
saw Chubby standing just inside the watertight door, looking
very dazed and I noticed that he had the pacific pump inside the
bow area. Fumes were billowing out!
He did not answer when I called to him and several ratings
came to help me. We laid him out on the deck and put wet
compresses on his face, then carried him to the cabin where
the Skipper was looking through up carbon monoxide poisoning.
With no oxygen available, another treatment was to feed the
patient with lots of sweet tea. Well, he was in the right place
for that! On a British ship the teapot is always ready. Chubby
soon sat up. He was lucky as we had caught him in the early
stages.
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Back down in the engine room, our telegraphs ordered flank
speed ahead, an emergency order. The sea temperature was 74
and the exhaust temperatures were now on the red line at 3,500
degrees. Suddenly a loud bang erupted from the starboard bank
of engines. The engines stopped, seized up and smoke filled the
engine room. We used a large wrench to manually turn each
engine and found that starboard rear engine seized up solidly.
The other three were OK. We clutched that engine out of the
bank and ran on the other three. It was reported to the Skipper
and he asked if we could repair the engine. We would need
parts and, luckily, we had a crate of parts that we were to
deliver to a maintenance group at Gibraltar. He told us to break
open the case and use whatever we needed and said he would
take responsibility for using the parts.
The next problem was the pilot bearing. There was one in each
clutch housing. The instruction books which had been
furnished by General Motors said that with one engine out of
the quad, the pilot bearing does not get any lubrication and
that it was important not to run with three engines for more
than half an hour at a time. We, of course, could not fix the
seized engine in that time. Once again we met with the Skipper
and reported the problem to him. He said that we had no other
alternative but to run with the three engines until we could fix
the damaged engine. The good news was that we were back
with the convoy.
The crate we opened contained enough parts to almost build an
entire engine. With four mechanics on hand, we had the
stokers take over the controls to free the four mechanics to
work on the engine. Two men were in the bilges to remove the
oil pan, with the propeller shaft turning dangerously just above
their heads. The other two mechanics set to work removing the
cylinder head, which weighed about two hundred pounds. It
was lifted up to the deck head and tied to the four corners of
the engine room to stop it from swinging from side to side in
the swell. The cylinder liners on this engine had a series of
five-sixteenth holes to allow the blower to clear the burned
fumes from the cylinder to the exhaust system.
Three of these cylinder liners had split in half around the holes,
damaging the pistons and the rings. Removing the cylinders
was relatively easy as we had a special tool in the crate for that
job. It was necessary then to remove the connecting rods in
order to attach new pistons and rings. The next problem with
which we had to deal was inserting the new cylinder liners into
the block. They were too tight. Someone suggested placing
them in the galley freezer to shrink them enough to be able to
slide them in with a slight help from a plastic mallet and wood
blocks. With a new head gasket in place, the cylinder head was

carefully lowered, then tightened down according to the book
with a special tool that measured the amount of tension
needed. The pilot bearing remained fine! All this was done
with the craft swaying and pitching in the heavy seas!
We were finally ready to start the engine. We all waited with
baited breath while one of the mechanics slowly clutched the
engine in. With a hiccup and a little smoke it started!
Everybody cheered! It took us 48 hours to rebuild this 285
horsepower engine!
The Skipper called us up to the wardroom, took a bottle of his
special Johnny Walker Black Label scotch, poured five glasses and
toasted “you gentlemen of the engine room!” With the whiskey
and after two days with very little sleep, we all hit our bunks.
We were now south of the Azores and in the North Sargasso
Sea. Having read about it in school, I had never imagined for
one moment that someday I would actually sail
on it. From as far as I could see, it appeared like
a sea of weeds with hardly a movement. It
thought with awe about the sailing ships that
had stalled in this mass of seaweed a hundred
years ago. Flying fish were abundant, landing
fluttering on our decks. It was a memorable
part of the trip.

Water was rationed by the engine room staff and showers for
bodily hygiene were taken with salt water and special soap.
After several more days we spotted land. The coxswain said it
was the Canary Islands. Whatever it was, it looked good to us
after 32 days at sea with the crew looking like a bunch of
pirates, sporting weeks of beards. As we came in sight of
Gibraltar the Skipper told us that, unfortunately, we were not
going to England. After taking on fresh water and supplies we
sailed to take part in the North African action against Field
Marshall Rommel and the Afrika Corps. Later we participated
in the Sicily an Italy landings.
We were one of the first groups of LCIs to make the crossing.
The sturdy little craft proved that skeptics who said they could
never cross an ocean were proven wrong. Many more followed.
Our LCI was of the early square conn and superstructure model
as were many of the LCIs in the US Navy.

The rebuilt engine ran perfectly after
synchronizing the fuel injectors, but the engine
room staff was not free yet. The
freezer in the galley failed from a leak that we
could repair but we had no freon to replenish
the system. The supply of meat and dairy
items were defrosting and eventually the
Skipper ordered it all to be thrown overboard.
This left us with a very meager diet of canned
Argentine corned beef and Carnation milk.

Basil
Receives
the French
Legion of
Merit
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a Pleasant afternoon’s swim!
By
Connie Mulherin, LCI 561

Another great sea story from our favorite tale spinner!
We experienced one more rather involved adventure on our last
day in Leyte Bay, thanks to our hard-nosed skipper. We had
deliberately run the ship nose first onto the beach to take on
water, and a few of us wandered away from the ship while the
task was being performed. Our group consisted of Dick Cole,
Milt Sanford, Ed Donahue, Joe McDermott, Walt Whitlow and
me. (A motley crew, I might add).
Unfortunately, they finished taking on water before the allotted
time and backed off the beach, leaving us stranded. We had
another LCI, the 560, radio out to them, asking the ship to come
in to pick us up, but the skipper replied that we had to get back
on our own since he hadn’t given permission to leave the ship.
We decided that the proper rebuttal was, “To Hell with him.
Let’s just stay on the beach.” However, we prudently decided
not to signal that message out to the 561, but we did agree that
it would have been a satisfying course of action.
We spent the balance of the morning checking out the local
landmarks until we were lucky enough to bum a lunch aboard
the 560, which was also on the beach for water. While aboard
the 560 we learned that our entire Group 16 had just received
orders to move out that evening and decided that we had better
get back to the ship in a hurry. But when contacting the skipper
again he still refused to come to get us, and ordered us to return
immediately. The 560 planned on being on the beach for
several hours, so our group of dissidents decided we simply had
to swim the five or six miles out to the ship, or we’d be declared
AWOL and find ourselves in an even more involved situation.
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Then a problem arose. Walt Whitlow couldn’t swim and we had
our doubts about the ability of skinny Joe McDermott to cover the
distance, so we attempted to hire a local outrigger to carry us
out but to no avail. They were all busy, so swimming was our
only option. Scouring about the beach, we found two very large
timbers, 12” x 12” square by 8 feet long, and, though we had no
idea who owned them or why they were there, we decided they
were our last mode of transportation to carry Whitlow and our
“question mark” Joe McDermott back to the 561.
We took off our clothes and tied them to the beams while
making certain Walt was secure on his beam. We had hoped
that he could sit on it as we pushed him and the beam ahead of
us, but it proved too unstable, so he had to hang onto the side
as the rest of us were doing. We made several miles by pushing
the beams ahead, swimming behind to catch up, and then
hanging on for a rest. It was push and rest, push and rest.
Some of us were strong swimmers and had no problem with the
distance, but we decided to stick together and that we did for
about three hours until we finally reached the 561. The crew,
who had learned of the skipper’s edict to us, was cheering as
we arrived alongside. The skipper rewarded our return by
placing us on a few days of mess cook duty. The ship raised
anchor only about two hours after our return, and we left Leyte
Bay and the Philippine Islands for the last time.
I sometimes wonder who those timbers belonged to. I don’t
wonder too deeply, though.

LCI BUGLer soUnds oFF
For THe BIG Brass!
A Bugle Story
By

Gordon Smith
LCI(L) 43

Gordon Smith—as he was then...and as he is now!
I went to Parkrose High School in Portland. In addition to
typing and Latin, I played the trumpet in the school band. I
also played in two “All City” bands where students from all of
the high schools played.

time blasting away on my Italian trumpet playing the songs
and marches that I could remember. I also made up some
songs in the process. It did not take long for me to get my lip
in shape.

After graduation, World War II came along. I joined the Navy. It
so happened I served on the smallest Navy ship to cross the
oceans unassisted. The crew was only 21 enlisted men and 3
officers. Our ship was not named but numbered as LCI (L) 43.
Months later, in Naples, Italy, I spotted and bought an Italian
trumpet. When overseas, cigarettes were often the medium of
exchange instead of currency. This trumpet cost one carton of
cigarettes.

One day, and for some unknown reason, our little ship was tied
up in the harbor of Naples, Italy, alongside the USS Ancon. The
Ancon was sort of the “God” of all ships in the Mediterranean
as it was the command ship aboard which all of the Generals
and Admirals conducted their planning and execution of those
plans for the invasions.

I immediately wrote home for my “Rudy Muck” mouthpiece that
I had used for many, many hours. On such a small ship, we
had no entertainment whatsoever. I therefore spent a lot of

One day, about noon, and officer on the Ancon leaned over the
railing, looked down on our little ship, and hollered, “Hey! Hey!
Can anyone down there play a bugle?” The response was,
“Yeah, Smitty can!” The order then came down, “Have him up
here in clean “Whites” in ten minutes.”
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It so happened that there was a set of clean, starched whites
underneath my bunk mattress that a laundry in Bermuda had
washed well over a year previous. My shoes were polished as
they also had not been worn for the same length of time.
On gaining access to the Ancon with my trusty mouthpiece in
my hand, I was met by the officer and I asked, “What do you
want me to do?” It would have been a complete waste of time
to ask as to the whereabouts of their regular Bugler.
He told me that shortly there was scheduled a big meeting
aboard the ship. I was to play the bugle as they crossed onto the
ship from the gangway ladder and saluted the Officer of the Day.
The notes were to be Tahh…ta …ta….Tahhhh for every star on
the General or Admiral’s shoulder. The Bosun Mate would then
blow his bos’ns pipe and the drummer would make a roll on his
drum. I was given a specific spot on which to stand very near the
entry ladder and the Bos’n and the drummer joined me.

Shortly after, there was a flurry of Captain’s Gigs coming
alongside and a procession of fleet officers proceeded to board
the Ancon. In the center of all of the activity was “Smitty”
bleating away on a bugle with all of the International News
Cameras up on the Quarter Deck aimed down and focused on
the entry ladder just as if he bugled dignitaries every day!
I have often mused at the chain of events that had to transpire
to have that one moment in time with the odds of a lottery for a
bugler to be aboard a tiny ship with a crew of 24, to play on the
mighty command ship, USS Ancon.

USS Ancon, Amphibious Command Ship, where Gordon bugled for the Brass!
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THe LCI GUnBoaTs
aT IWo JIma
By

Ensign Robert Harker,
Engineering Officer, USS LCI(G) 474

LCI(G) 474 (center distant) and LCI(G) 438 pass USS Nevada (BB 36) on the way to the beach at Iwo Jima, 17 February 1945
Robert Harker’s ship, USS LCI (G) 474, was part of LCI Group 8
that supplied covering fire for the Iwo Jima UDT groups
checking Iwo Jima beach conditions on 17 February 1945.
On February 17, 1945, LCI (G) GROUP 8, FLOTILLA THREE
participated in the Gunfire Support Group Operation covering
the Underwater Demolition Teams (Seals) conducting
reconnaissance operations of the southeast beaches on D-2.
LCI GROUP EIGHT was made up of the following LCI (G)s: 346,
348, 438, 441, 449, 450, 457 (Group Flag), 466, 469, 471, 473,
and 474. LCI (FF) 627 carried the Flotilla Commander, Cdr. M.J.

Malanaphy, and his staff.
Early in February 1945, the ships of Group 8 assembled at
Ulithi Atoll to commence training for this operation. Later in
February training was completed at Saipan and Tinian. In the
early evening of February 13, 1945, the Gunboat Support Units
One and Two departed Saipan en route to Iwo Jima. Passage to
Iwo Jima was uneventful.
These excerpts from the LCI (G) Group 8 Action Report will give
a brief story of that morning.
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06:30—Arrived vicinity of Iwo Jima. 08:00—Reserve and
unassigned LCI (G)s 346, 348, 466, 469, and 471 detached
with 466 as the guide. LCI (G) 457(GF) took guide and six LCI
(G)s assigned formed column astern.
10:07—LCI (G)’s 457(GF), 441, 449, 438, 474, 450, and 473
approached base of Mt. Suribachi on course 325 T., in column,
distance five hundred yards, speed nine knots.
10:17—Reduced speed to six knots.

maneuvering with difficulty at slow speed. Both were ordered
to retire to capital ship line. 11:15—LCI (G) 473 transferred
eleven wounded to TWIGGS. Meanwhile LCI (G) 450 was
fighting a stubborn fire in the forecastle, which threatened the
forward magazines. Accordingly the magazines were flooded.
LCI (G) 450 was ordered to proceed to seaward.
1121—LCI (G) 466 took three direct hits on the gun deck and
pilothouse, disabling both 40mm guns, demolishing interior of
pilothouse and causing heavy casualties. LCI (G) 438
transferred two casualties to BRYANT.

10:19—About 3,500 yards from beach executed “corpen nine”.
10:30—Each LCI (G) on station on right flank of assigned
beach, thirty-five hundred yards to seaward. Executed “nine
turn” and “act independently”.
10:35—LCI (G)s passed through destroyer line.
10:48—LCI (G) 449 and 474 received near misses; both
opened fire with all 20mm and 40mm guns.
10:55—LCP (R)s with Underwater Demolition Teams aboard
approached astern of LCI (G)s; enemy shore batteries returned
heavy counter battery fire. LCI (G)s 449, 474, 450, and 473
were hit. 11:00—Roger-Easy Hour. LCP (R)s at LCI (G) line.
LCI (G)s underway at six knots to one thousand yard line to fire
rockets.
11:01–11:05—Shore batteries continued intense fire with
197mm, six-inch guns, mortars, 37mm, 20mm and smaller
caliber automatic weapons. All seven LCI (G)’s were hit. LCI (G)
449 had all 40 mm guns disabled and two fires caused by
three large caliber hits. By 11:03 LCI (G) 474 had received ten
hits, which knocked out all guns, flooded four compartments
and started three fires. LCI (G) 469 ordered to relieve LCI (G)
449. LCI (G)’s 441, 450, and 473 each fired rocket salvo on the
beach. Underwater damage, flooding, fires and damage to
rocket launchers and firing circuits prevented the other four
gunboats from firing full rocket salvos.
11:04—LCI (G) 471 ordered to relieve LCI (G) 438, which had
serious underwater damage and flooding.
1106—LCI (G) 441 retired from one thousand yard line (after
firing full rocket salvo) to extinguish fire in ready ammunition.
11:10—Fire extinguished, LCI (G) 441 returned to one
thousand yard line. LCI (G) s 438 and 457, both having
suffered serious underwater damage, were flooding rapidly and
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11:25—LCI (G) 471 extinguished fire and returned to the firing
line. LCI (G) 457 began transfer of casualties by boat to
GILMER.
11:30—LCI (G) 466 ordered to retire. LCI (G) 450 transferred
her seriously wounded to GILMER.
11:32—Having received two additional hits which killed nine
men, wounded six, disabled the bow 40mm gun and started
another fire, LCI (G) 471 was ordered to retire.
11:35—LCI (G) 469, having been hit repeatedly was ordered
to proceed to capital ship line. LCI (FF) 627 went alongside LCI
(G) 473 and towed her to seaward.
11:40—Permission granted LCI (G) 469 to return to the firing
line, damage having been brought under control. LCI (G) 474
abandoned, all personnel transferred to CAPPS.
11:52—LCI (G) 441 ordered to retire, but was hit again,
steering Page 2—engine order telegraph and interior
communications being disabled.
11:56—LCI (G) 441 under control and headed out from beach.
12:00—LCI (G) 466 alongside TENNESSEE to transfer wounded
and dead. 12:04—LCI (G) 469, the remaining gunboat on the
firing line, ordered to go to assistance of LCI (G) 441. 12:08—
LCI (G) 471 went alongside TENNESSEE and transferred
wounded. 12:15—LCI (G) 457 alongside TENNESSEE for
assistance with damage control.
12:30—WILLIAMSON rescue party aboard LCI (G) 449.
12:35—LCI (G) 441 alongside NEVADA to transferred wounded
and dead. 12:50—LCI (G) 449 alongside TERROR; casualties
transferred. LCI (G) s 457, 466, and 471 cleared TENNESSEE.
13:00—LCI (G) 346 alongside LCI (G) 438; assisted with
damage control. 13:30—LCI (G) 474 (by then capsized) sunk
by 40mm fire by CAPPS by order of CTG 52.4. Position: Lat. 24o

44’ 30” N, Long. 141o 19’ 05” E.156 fathoms of water.
14:45–15:25—CTF 52s 170525 to CTU 52.5.1 was as follows
(in part)—“GREATLY ADMIRE MAGNIFICENT COURAGE YOUR
VALIANT PERSONNEL.”
The ten LCI (G)s supporting the Underwater Demolition Teams
suffered a total of 201 casualties or thirty percent. Of this
number 47, or seven percent, were fatalities.
There were numerous combat awards presented. This was
written in the November 1945 issue of All Hands magazine:
“The extraordinary heroism of 11 officers and crews of 12
Landing Craft, Infantry (Gunboat) in the pre-invasion days of
Iwo Jima was told with the presentation of the Medal of Honor
to Lt. Rufus G. Herring, Roseboro, N.C.; Navy Crosses to 10
other officers and the Presidential Unit Citation to LCI (G)
Group Eight, to which they were attached.”

AWARDS:
Navy Crosses were awarded to the Commanding Officers of the
ten LCIs of LCI (G) Group Eight. Their names were: Lt.(jg)
Forrest W. Bell, CO, LCI (G) 441; Lt.(jg) Wallace A. Brady, CO,
LCI (G) 450; Lt.(jg) Gerald M. Connors, CO, LCI (G) 469; Lt.
Charles E. Fisher, CO, LCI (G) 473; Lt.(jg) Harry L. Gruver, CO,
LCI (G) 346; Lt. James Horovitz, CO, LCI (G) 466; Lt. Jerome J.
O’Dowd, CO, LCI (G) 457; Lt. (jg) Bernard J. Powers, CO, LCI (G)
438; Lt.(jg) Matthew J. Reichl, CO, LCI (G) 474; Lt.(jg) Alvin E.
Rosenbloom, CO, LCI (G) 348.
In addition the Navy Cross was awarded to Lt.(jg) Stanley R.
Hudgins, CO, LCI (G) 471 at a later date.
Silver Stars were awarded to eight men: Ensign L.W. Bedell,
Engineering Officer, LCI (G) 449, Ensign R.J. Duvall, USS LCI (G)
449, Ensign Robert J. Harker, Engineering Officer, LCI (G) 474,
H.J. Beuchman, PhM1/c, USS LCI (G) 449, Arthur T. Lucas,
SM3/c, USS LCI (G) 449, Luther L. Adkins, GM1/c, LCI (G) 474,
Orville I. McQuiston, MoMM1c, LCI (G) 474, and J.I. Williams,
MoMM3c, LCI (G) 474

Purple Hearts were awarded to:
USS LCI (G) 474
Ensign Robert J. Harker, Ensign Daryl G. Huish – KIA, Jack E.
Dennis, PhM1/c, George B. Dixon, F1/c
John W. Florence, GM3/c, John W. Fullerton, GM3/c, Fred H. Gray,
S2/c – KIA, Earl F. Hewitt, S2/c,
Arthur L. Harness, S2/c, James A. Laird, S1/c, Harold Mazzan,
S2/c, Joseph L. Newcomer, S1/c, Donald S. Rappold, S2/c –
Died of Wounds, L. D. Shoppe, S1/c, Walter A. Shields, S1/c,
Clyde B. Upton, S1/c,
Lester H. Welch, GM3/c – KIA, Samuel H. Wilson, MoMM2/c
USS LCI (G) 450
Raymond N. Coggins, S2/c, LCI (G) 450;, Jack H. Musselman,
S2/c, LCI (G) 450. Jack Musselman died later from the wound
received during this action.
My apologies to those overlooked and omitted. The information
about the Bronze Stars and Purple Hearts awarded is limited to
USS LCI 474 and USS LCI 450 since other ships records were
not found during the research. Vaughn Hampton supplied the
LCI (G) 450 awards information.
Presidential Unit Commendation. Captain B. Hall Hanlon,
Commander Underwater Demolition Teams, Amphibious Forces,
U.S. Pacific Fleet made the following comment in his
recommendation that the Presidential Unit Citation be awarded
to LCI (G) Group Eight: “This command is very conscious of the
high value of the Presidential Unit Citation, and realizes that to
retain its present high position, this award must only be given
under extreme circumstances. However, this command and all
of the personnel of the demolition teams feel that Naval
tradition of a high order was written by these little gunboats on
the morning of 17 February 1945 off the island of IWO JIMA. It
feels that the Navy can place the phrase “I REQUEST
PERMISSION TO RETURN TO THE LINE” alongside the
inspirational phrases of its famous admirals. .Shipmates, I
Salute You!

Bronze Stars were awarded to eleven men: Lt(jg) William J.
Walsh, XO, LCI(G) 474, Ensign Lawrence A. Hermes, Stores
Officer, LCI (G) 471 and three crew members of USS LCI (G)
449. Ensign Charles King, LCI (G) 450, Thomas W. Elmore,
SM3/c, LCI (G) 450, John L. Manuel, S1/c, LCI (G) 450, Allen L.
Johnson, CBM, LCI (G) 450, Neil C. Pinkston F1/c, LCI (G) 450.
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Would you like to have your wartime
experiences recorded for posterity?
Ever wish you could sit down with someone for about an hour and tell all your sea stories?
Here’s your chance!
We have received an invitation from the Witness to War Foundation for any LCIers interested
to have their wartime experiences recorded for posterity while at our Charleston reunion.
The Witness to War Foundation will be conducting video interviews at our LCI Reunion with
interested LCI combat veterans on Monday, Sept. 10th and Tuesday, Sept. 11th. Interviews will
be conducted at our reunion hotel, the Charleston Sheraton Airport Hotel (exact location
TBD), will last about one hour each, and must be prescheduled. If you would to participate in
this unique opportunity to have your combat experiences recorded, please contact emily
Carley (Project Leader) at 770-481-3018 by July 2nd. Each veteran will receive a copy of their
interview to keep.
The Witness to War Foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to preserving the oral
histories of combat veterans. Our mission is to Preserve these stories for the veterans, their
families, and future generations, Honor the
veterans by recording the stories and making
them accessible to the public, and Educate
the public on the sacrifices made to preserve
our freedoms. The project was formally
begun in 2002, and our website was
launched in 2006
(www.witnesstowar.org). We conduct
video interviews with combat veterans,
which we then edit for individual
clips to use on our website, and it is
our eventual goal to donate our
interviews to the Library of
Congress Veterans History project.
We are also interested in written
stories, such as memoirs and
diaries, and any photos that the
veterans may have taken or
received during the war. We
have conducted over 650
interviews and have over 2,000
interview clips on our website.
See the beautiful Cooper
River Bridge in Charleston!
...and don’t forget—pay your dues!
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Here’s a Bizarre Bit of U.s.
naval History about Which
most americans Know “Zilch”

USS William D. Porter, DD 573
For the first time, we’re carrying a story about a ship other than
an LCI! A friend in the South Carolina Military History Club
emailed this to me and it was so unusual I felt you all would
enjoy it if, for no other reason, it tells of a ship; that had more
accidents and hard luck than any LCI!
This account was written by Kit Boner, Naval Historian
From November, 1943, until her demise in June, 1945, the USS
William D. Porter was often hailed whenever she entered port or
joined other Naval ships with the greeting, “Don’t Shoot!
We’re Republicans!”
For half a century the U.S. Navy kept a lid on the details of the
incident that prompted this salutation. A Miami news reporter

made the first public disclosure of the story in 1958 after he
stumbled on it while covering a reunion of the destroyer’s crew.
The Pentagon tersely confirmed the story but only a smattering
of other news sources took notice.
In 1943, the “Willie D” as the Porter was nicknamed,
accidentally fired a live torpedo at the battleship USS Iowa
during a practice exercise. As if this weren’t bad enough, the
Iowa was carrying President Franklin D. Roosevelt at the time
along with Secretary of State Cordell Hull and a large number
of the country’s WWII top military brass. They were bound for
the Big Three Conference in Tehran where Roosevelt was to
meet with Joseph Stalin and Winston Churchill for important
discussions. Had the Porter’s torpedo struck the Iowa, 60 years
of world history might have been quite different.
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The Porter was put into commission in July of 1943 under the
command of Captain Wilfred Walker who was on the Navy’s
fast career track. In the months before she was detailed to
accompany the Iowa on its voyage to Tehran, the Porter had
experienced many of the normal problems that always beset a
new ship and a novice crew. The mishaps grew more serious
when she became an escort for the pride of the fleet, the big,
new battleship Iowa. The night before she sailed from Norfolk,
bound for North Africa, the Porter accidentally ran into a nearby
sister ship when she backed down along the moorings. Her
anchor tore down the other ship’s railing, life rafts and various
other formerly valuable pieces of equipment. The Porter merely
had a scraped anchor, but her career of mayhem had begun.
Just twenty four hours later, the four-ship convoy consisting of
USS Iowa and her secret passengers, the Willie D and two other
escorting destroyers were under strict orders to maintain
complete radio silence because they were going through a known
U-Boat feeding ground and silence was the best defense.
Suddenly a tremendous explosion rocked the convoy and the
ships commenced anti-submarine maneuvers. This continued
until the Porter sheepishly admitted that one of her depth
charges had accidentally rolled off the stern and exploded. The
safety had not been set as is required in regulations. Captain
Walker was watching his fast-track career become history.
Shortly thereafter, a freak wave inundated the ship; stripping
the decks of everything that was not lashed down. A man was
washed overboard and was never found.
Next, the fire room lost power in one of its turbines. The
Captain, at this point, was making reports almost continuously
about the Willie D’s difficulties. It would have been better if
the force commander had detached the hard-luck ship and
directed her to return to Norfolk. But, no, she sailed on.
The morning of 14 November 1943 dawned with pleasant
weather. Iowa and her escorts were just east of Bermuda and
the President and his guests wanted to see how the big ship
protected herself against an air attack. So, Iowa launched a
number of weather balloons to use as anti-aircraft targets. It
was quite a sight for the important passengers to see more
than 100 guns shooting at the balloons, and President
Roosevelt told his guests how proud he was of his Navy.
Just as proud was Admiral Ernest J. King, the Chief of Naval
Operations, a man large in size and, by demeanor, a true
monarch of the sea. Disagreeing with him would mean the end
of a naval career. No one could imagine what firing a torpedo
at him would mean.
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The Willy D’s captain watched the fireworks display with a
degree of envy. Thinking about career redemption and breaking
the string of hard-luck accidents, the Captain sent his
impatient crew to battleships. They shot down the balloons
Iowa had missed as they drifted into the Willy D’s vicinity.
Down on the torpedo mounts, the crew watched, waiting for
practice shots of their own using the big battleship as their
simulated target. Iowa was some 6,000 yards away but so
large that it seemed to blot out the horizon. Lawrence Dobson
and Tony Fazio were among those responsible for the torpedo
firings and their job involved ensuring that the primers were
installed only during actual combat and removed during
practice. Once a primer was installed, on a command to fire, it
would explode, shooting the torpedo through the tube.
Dobson, on this particular morning, unfortunately had forgotten
to remove the primer from torpedo tube #3. Up on the bridge
the torpedo officer, unaware of the danger, ordered a simulated
firing with “Fire 1, Fire 2” and, finally ,”Fire 3.” There was no
“Fire 4” because the routine was interrupted by an
unmistakable whooooooshhhhhhing indicting that they had
successfully launched an armed torpedo. Lt. H. Stewart, who
witnessed the entire event, later described the next few
minutes as what hell would look like if it ever broke loose.
Just after he saw the torpedo hit the water on its way to the
ship carrying some of the most prominent figures in world
history, Lewis inquired of the Captain, “Did you give permission
to fire a torpedo?” Walker’s reply will not ring down through
naval history but it may have been something to the effect of
Farragut’s immortal, “Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead!”
Initially there was some reluctance to admit what had
happened but it was quickly realized that they had to warn
Iowa. As the awful reality sunk in, people began running
around, shouting conflicting instructions and attempting to
warn the flagship of its imminent danger.
First, there was a flashing light signal warning about the
torpedo, but, unfortunately, it indicated the torpedo was
headed in another direction. Next, the Porter signaled that the
torpedo toward Iowa at full speed.
Finally, they decided to break the strictly enforced radio silence.
The radio operator on the destroyer transmitted, “Lion, Lion,
come right.” The Iowa operator, more concerned with correct
procedure, requested the offending station to identify itself.
At last the message was received and Iowa began
maneuvering to miss the speeding torpedo. Meanwhile, on her
bridge, word of the torpedo was passed to FDR, who asked that

his wheelchair be moved to the rail so he could see better what
was coming his way. His loyal Secret Service guard
immediately drew his pistol as if he were going to shoot the
torpedo! Iowa, while making evasive maneuvers, trained all of
her guns on Porter. There was now some thought that this
might be part of an assassination plot.
Within minutes of the warning, there was a tremendous explosion
behind the battleship. The torpedo had been detonated by the
wave kicked up behind the battleship’s increased speed.
The crisis was over, and so was Captain Walker’s career. His
utterance to the Iowa in response to a question about the
torpedo, was a weak, “We did it.” Shortly thereafter the brand
new destroyer, her Captain and her crew were placed under
arrest and sent to Bermuda. It was the first time an entire ship’s
company had been arrested in the history of the U.S. Navy.
The ship was surrounded by Marines when it docked and all
aboard were held there several days as the closed session
inquiry attempted to piece together what had happened.
Torpedoman Dawson eventually confessed to having
accidentally left the primer in the torpedo tube which caused
the launching of the torpedo. He had thrown the used primer
over the side to conceal his mistake. The incident was chalked
up to an unfortunate set of circumstances and the whole affair
was placed under a cloak of secrecy.
Someone had to be punished. Captain Walker, several officers
and sailors eventually found themselves exiled in remote
assignments. Dawson was sentenced to 14 years hard labor.
President Roosevelt, however, intervened asking that no
punishment be meted out for what was clearly an accident.
USS William D. Porter was banished to the Aleutians where it
was probably thought that this was as safe a place as any for
anyone who came near her.

In December, 1944, Porter participated in the Philippine invasion
and acquitted herself quite well. She distinguished herself by
shooting down a number of attacking Japanese aircraft.
Regretfully, it was reported that she also shot down three
American aircraft. To be fair, it must be remembered that this
was a common event on ships, as many gunners, attempting to
cope with the kamikaze attacks, had nervous trigger fingers.
In April, 1945, Porter was assigned to a support role in the
invasion of Okinawa. By this time, the greeting “Don’t shot,
we’re not Republicans!” was commonplace and the crew of the
unfortunate vessel were becoming used to the ribbing. But the
crew of her sister ship, the USS Luce, was not so jovial in their
salutations after Porter accidentally riddled her superstructure
with gunfire!
On 10 June 1945, the Porter’s hard luck came to a climax when
she was attacked by a fully-loaded kamikaze headed for
another ship. The Japanese plane was made almost entirely of
wood and so was undetected by radar. At the last moment, the
plane veered away from the unlucky destroyer and there was a
sigh of relief as the plane sank out of sight, but then it blew up
underneath the Porter, opening up her seams in the worst
possible place.
Three hours later, after the last man was off board, the crew
were taken to the safety of a rescue vessel the ship that almost
changed history slipped astern into 2,400 feet of water. Not a
single sailor was lost in the sinking. After everything else that
had happened, it was almost as if the ship decided to let her
crew off at the end.

She remained in the frozen north for almost a year until she
was finally re-assigned to the Western Pacific. However, as she
was leaving the Aleutians, she accidentally left her calling card
in the form of a five inch shell fired into the front year of the
American Naval Commander, thus rearranging his flower
garden rather forcefully!
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Listing heavily, USS William D. Porter, is about to sink beneath the waves. Note the two LCIs alongside helping to rescue the crew!

Call for nominations!
Our By-Laws require that nominations for the oﬃces of President and Vice President be
submitted in advance of our annual reunion. If you would like to nominate anyone for
one of those positions, or if you would like to serve, please notify President John
Cummer no later than July 30, 2012. Submit a brief biographical statement to
accompany your nomination. Please mail it to John Cummer, 302 Pinewood Cottage
Lane, Blythewood, SC 29016
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IN MEMORIAM
“Almighty and eternal God, from whose love we cannot be parted, either by death or life;
hear our prayers and thanksgiving for those whom we here remember.”
“Grant unto sorrowing family and shipmates the blessing
of your peace that passes understanding.”

LCI 31
Chester Erickson

LCI 423
Donald G. Lambrecht

LCI 596
John Zinicola

LCI 799
Robert Bartman

LCI 41
Ralph B. Terrell

LCI 438
Poley O. Davis, Jr

LCI 605
Frederick Langston

LCI 802
William Strbavy

LCI 41
James R. Ransom

LCI 400
Robert H. Workman

LCI 612
Lloyd B. Northern

LCI 872
Donald C. Nelson

LCI 66
Donald T. Hawley

LCI 441
Floyd C. Rohrbach

LCI 618
James Derbyshire

LCI 879
Paul E. Bissay

LCI 90
Kline W. Johnson

LCI 449
Charles Bamko

LCI 651
Anthony “Joe” Cybulski

LCI 951
Walter M. Edgerley

LCI 195
Robert E. Howard

LCIs 456,527,39
Francis J. Gold, Jr.

LCI 658
Arthur Peters

LCI 990
Charles D. Kirksey

LCI 222
Dale Kirkham

LCIG) 457
Raymond Wilson

LCI 710
Vincent J. Giordano

LCI 996
John H. Behike

LCI 329
Stephen Ganzberger

LCI 487
Carl E. Spahr

LCI 711
Wallace R. Eckberg

LCI 1026
John R. Giarousso

LCI 336
Fleming W. Flott

LCI 499
Robert Barclay

LCI 739
Walter J. Beekman

LCI 1029
Robert B. Sickels

LCIs 517, 36, 951
Lawrence G. Antaya

LCI 740
Frederick A. Gourley
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A Thought from
Chaplain Mike Gatton

Let’s not drop the Vase

A

LL OF US HAVE FAMILY HEIRLOOMS THAT HAVE BEEN HANDED DOWN FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION.
One family treasured a very old vase. They kept it on the mantle for everyone to see. When the mother
came in from shopping late one afternoon, her teenage daughter said, “Mom, you know that vase that has been
handed down from generation to generation?” Her mother responded, “Yes dear. What about it?” The daughter
said, “Well, this generation just dropped it.”
The things we hold dear—faith, freedom, family—are always one generation short of extinction. What we do
today, both as individuals and as a nation will greatly affect our children and grandchildren. We have an
obligation to them—and to the God we worship—to be faithful in our witness and our work. In other words, you
and I will be leaving something behind for the next generation. The question is: What will that legacy be?
Whenever Abraham and Isaac traveled they left behind altars and wells (Genesis 13: 1-4 and 26: 24-25). We
can trace their journeys by following the altars they built and the wells they dug. When other pilgrims passed
through the land they could worship at the altars and drink from the wells. Abraham and Isaac left behind
reminders that we must worship and depend on God.
Unfortunately, too many times, if we were to trace the journeys of the children of Israel, we find their steps
marked by graves. Israel had refused to believe God and enter the land God had promised them. As a result, the
nation wandered in the wilderness for forty years, while the a generation died off. It was history’s longest funeral
march, and each grave was a monument to the unbelief of the people.
We cannot avoid leaving an inheritance for the next generation. What we leave behind will either help those
who follow on their walks or hinder them in their journeys. It will either encourage people in their life work or
weaken their effectiveness. The decisions we make, the examples we set, the work we do—all of these leave a
legacy for the next generation to follow.
Let’s not drop the vase!

Agape, Mike
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some more scenes to tempt you to
come to the Charleston reunion!
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USS LCI NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
APPLICATON FOR MEMBERSHIP
If you served aboard an LCI during WWII, are a relative of someone who served aboard an LCI, or if
you just have a desire to have a part in remembering those who so served, you are invited to join our
association.
Please complete this form and mail it to the address indicated below with your first year’s dues.
DUES ARE $25.00 PER YEAR, June 1 through May 31.
Membership includes a subscription to Elsie Item, our quarterly publication.

I. For application if you served on an LCI:
Name______________________________________________________________________________________
Which LCI did you serve on?___________________ What was your Rank/Rate?____________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State:__________ Zip:_________________________
Date of Birth:________________________________

Phone #:________/____________________________

E-mail address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Occupation or Former Occupation: ____________________________________________________________
Wife’s Name________________________________________________________________________________
II. For Application if you did not serve on an LCI:
Name______________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State:__________ Zip:_________________________
Date of Birth:________________________________

Phone #:________/____________________________

Are you related to someone who served on an LCI? o Yes o No
If so, what is the relationship? (i.e. father, grandfather, uncle, etc) _______________________________
What is/was his name? _____________________________________________________________________
On which LCI did he serve? ____________________
Have you served in the U.S. military? o Yes o No

If so, what branch?________________________

Please send this application with your check ($25) made payable to
USS LCI NATIONAL ASSOCIATION to:

USS LCI National Association
c/o Nehemiah Communications, Inc.
101 Rice Bent Way, Unit #6
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your oﬃcers and Board of directors
Please feel free to contact any of the officers or directors listed below for whatever comments or questions you may have. If the
person you contact does not know the answer to your question, he will direct you to one who can. We’re here to serve you!
OFFICERS:
James E. Talbert
Chairman of the Board
LCI 618
12238 Woodland Trail
Council Bluffs IA 51503
(712)366-1094
tab626@yahoo.com
John P. Cummer
President
LCI 502
302 Pinewood Cottage Lane,
Blythewood, SC 29016
(803)714-9098
cummerj@bellsouth.net
John France
Vice President
11621 Copper Springs Trail
Oro Valley, AZ 85737
(520)429-3792
Lci540@aol.com
Hal Bleyhl
Treasurer
LCI(L) 812
10418 Campville St.
Boise, ID 83709
(208)639-9180
hbleyhl@aol.com

Steven Dudrow
Secretary
Associate Member
5067 Vincitor Street,
Las Vegas, NV 89135
(941)416-0717
stevedudrow@comcast.net
Rev. David Cox
Chaplain
(LCI 633)
413 Tupilo Way NW
Birmingham, AL 35215
(205) 854 -5229
swabby1@bellsouth.net
Rev. Michael Gatton
Chaplain
Associate Member
6410 Gellhaus Lane
Louisville, KY 40299
502/762-0613
mgatton@insightbb.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jim Aydelotte
(LCI 25)
3710 Goldfield Road #425
Apache Junction, AZ
(480-671-2425)
Jj10723@aol.com

Robert E. Wright, Jr.
Associate Member
PO Box 407
Howell, MI 48843
(517) 548-2326
rewrightcpa@gmail.com
HISTORIANS:
John France,
European Theater of
Operations
11621 Copper Springs Trail
Oro Valley, AZ 85737
(520)429-3792
Lci540@aol.com

Diane Cronin
Associate Member
125 Gage Hill Road
Lake Luzerne, NY 12846
(518)696-2903
dm_cronin@yahoo.com
Joe Flynn
Associate Member
627 Bradford Road
El Cajon, CA 92019
(619)588-7078
joeglo@msn.com

Dennis Blocker
Pacific Theater of Operations
2847 Cedar Plain
San Antonio, TX 78245
(210)673-8854
lci449@hotmail.com

Gordon Smith
LCI(L) 43
2313 Northeast 110th Avenue
Vancouver, WA 98684
(360)256-5901
gordonsharonsmith@gmail.com

OFFICES AND SUPPORT SERVICES ARE PROVIDED BY
NEHEMIAH COMMUNICATIONS, INC
101 Rice Bent Way, # 6, Columbia, SC 29229
803-865-5665
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Join your shipmates in a visit to the USS Lexington
at our Charleston Reunion !
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